
JUNE 1980 VOL. 5 NO. 4 

A Primer On Radio Communications 
(Or, How Do I Get From Here To There?) 

A JOURNAL OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 

Anxiety 
In The Street 

The New 
Advanced Trauma 

Life Support Course 

SAMPLE COPY- Please subscribe to receive future issues 



• JetYiS 
A JOURNAL OF Et-.;ERGENC'i' MEOICAL SERVICES 

STAFF 
James 0. Page 

Publisher and Editor-in-Chief 

Keith Griffiths 
Managing Editor 

Betty Scalice 
Associate Editor 

Jan Schwettman 
Contributing Editor 

Jane Ann Seymour 
Assistant to the Publisher 

Mary Jane Preiser 
Adverfisinq Coordinator 

Betty Jones 
Circulation Manager 

David Boe 
Design Consultant 

The Art Depot 
Production 

Executive and Advertising Offices 
P.O. Box 152 

Morristown, NJ 07960 
201 /766- 7937 

Editorial Offices 
P.O. Eiox 1026 

Solana Beach, CA 92075 
714/942-5148 

jems, A Journal of Emergency Medical Services, is 
published monthly by Backdraft Publications, P.O. 
Box 152, Morristown, NJ 07960. 

Subscription information: Send $12.40 for one 
year (12 issues), $22.00 for two years (24 issues). 
or $30.00 for three years (36 issues) to P.O. Box 
152-M, Morristown. NJ 07960. Add $4.00 for 
mailings outside the ll.S. and its possessions. 
Financial or other discounts, services or induce 
ments may be offered periodically to encourage 
subscriptions or resubscriptions. Change of 
address notices should include both old and new 
addresses and zip codes. CANADA - jems is 
distributed in Canada by Emergency Care 
Ontario, P.O. Box 604, Niagara Falls, Ontario L2G 
6V5; (415) 357-4825. 
Advertising Information: Rates are available 
upon request. Contact Mary Jane Preiser, adver 
tising coordinator, at 201/766-7937; P.O. Box 152, 
Morristown, NJ 07960. 
Editorial Information: Manuscripts, letters and 
queries should be directed to Keith Griffiths, 
managing editor, P.O. Box 1026, Solana Beach, CA 
�2075; 714/942-5148. 

Copyright 1980 Backdraft Publications. No material 
can be reproduced without express permission of 
the publisher; ISSN 0197-2510. Controlled circu 
lation postage paid at San Fernando, California. 
Postmaster-Return Form 3579 to P.O. Box 152, 
Morristown, NJ 07960. 

Cover photo by Ed Kessler. 

CONTENTS 
JUNE 1980 

VOL. 5 NO. 4 

FEATURES 
22 A Primer On Radio Communications: 

Part 1 - Understanding The Language 
The first of a four-part series on communication components and 
configurations - by Harlan Felt 

27 Blood Pressure Testing In The Fire Department 
Using fire department resources for preventive medicine - 
by Harvey Anderson · 

29 Anxiety In The Streets 
Coping with your own anxiety helps you better deal with your 
patients - by Thom Dick 

32 Advanced Trauma Life Support 
The pew A TLS class sets new standards for the delivery of 
e�ergency care - byAnn Wells 

34 The P!,.!blic Utility Model: 
Part 2 - The Principal Elements 
The second of a three-part series on a new system of administering 
EMS programs - by Jack Stout 

47 Capturing The "Combat" 
The work of firefighter/photographer Bob Cross is highlighted - 
staff report · 

DEPARTMENTS 
4 Letters 
8 Editorial - A Dream Gone Awry 

10 Inside EMS 
10 · Washington Report by Jim Malone 
11 Nuggets by Jan Schwettman 
13 Around The N1;1tion by Betty Scalice 
18 Calendar 

20 EMS Workshop - The Second Emergency 
42 Innovations 

44 Clinical Review by Michael Antoline - Head Trauma 
40 Index To Advertisers 

50 New Product Guide 
54 The Publisher's P1;1ge- A Hands-Down Expert 

jems JUNE 1980 3 


