$
)

SPECIAL ISSUE

Understanding the Fire Service
¢ Fireman, Save My Child ¢ Five
Case Studies ® Fire Chief vs.
Medical Director e Profiles:
Defining Fire Service EMS e
Firefighting Skills for EMTs e
The Fire Department as Public
Utility e Eight Essays on the
Good, the Bad and the Ugly in
Fire Service EMS e It’s in the
Blood ¢ High Angle Rescue

JUNE 1984 VOL. 9 NO. 6

JOURNAL OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

FIRE SERVICE EMS




JOURNAL OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

James O. Page, Publisher, Advertising
Manager

Keith Griffiths, Executive Editor
Bradley H. Smith, Editor

Cleve Trimble, MD, Medical Editor
Rick Minerd, Senior Editor

Thom Dick, Associate Editor
Molly Hillson, Assistant Editor
Vivian Griffiths, Assistant Editor

Contributing Editors:

Norm Dinerman, MD, Mike Frank,
MD, Gary Morris, Mary Newman,
William Roush, MD, Sarah Helyar
Smith, Gail Walraven

Maureen Maguire, Art Director
Susie Berteaux, Graphic Artist

Joel Harris, Design Consultant

Jems Publishing Company, Inc.

James O. Page
President

Keith Griffiths
Vice President

Jane Ann Seymour
Secretary-Treasurer

Editorial/Advertising Offices
215 South Highway 101, Suite 207
P.O. Box 1026
Solana Beach, CA 92075
619/481-1128

bscription Infor Send $15.95 for one year
(12 issues), $27.75 for two years or (24 issues) $37.75 for
three years (36 issues) to P.O. Box 27966, San Diego, CA
92128. Add $10 per year for mailings outside the U.S. For
subscription orders, problems or for a change of address,
call toll free 1-800/321-3333 (in California call
1-800-354-8400).

Jems, Journal of Emergency Medical Services, is
published monthly by Jems Publishing Co., 215 South
Highway 101, Suite 207, P.O. Box 1026, Solana Beach,
CA 92075.

Advertising Information: Rates are available upon
request. Contact Jim Page, advertising manager at 215
South Highway 101, Suite 207, P.O. Box 1026, Solana
Beach, CA 92075; 619/481-1128.

Editorial Information: Manuscripts and queries should
be directed to Brad Smith, Editor, P.O. Box 1026, Solana
Beach, CA 92075. Editorial guidelines are available upon
request. Submitted manuscripts should be typed double-
spaced and submitted in triplicate.

Copyright 1984 Jems Publishing Co., Inc. No material
can be reproduced without the express permission of the
publisher; ISSN0197-2510. Controlled circulation postage
paid at Solana Beach, California and at additional mailing
offices.

Postmaster — Return Form 3579 to jems, P.O. Box
27966, San Diego, CA 92128.

Second class circulation postage paid at Solana Beach,
California and at additional mailing offices.

~ConTENTS

JUNE 1984 VOL. 9 NO. 6

Features

30 Understanding the Fire Service BY JAMES 0. PAGE—The way in which the fire
service regards EMS can be traced to the roots of tradition in fire suppression. :

38 Fireman, Save My Child sTAFr REPORT—Can the popular image of the brave and
resourceful firefighter who extracts victims from danger extend to a role in EMS?

41 Case Studies sTAFF REPORT—The strengths and weaknesses of fire service EMS are
revealed through reports on five communities.

46 Fire Chief vs. Medical Director BY MICHAEL FRANK, MD—Even today, some fire-
fighters maintain they don't really need a medical director—after all, they have their
Chief.

56 Firefighting Skills for EMTs BY MARK ]. COTTER—Basic knowledge of fire suppres-
sion skills can be helpful to any EMT.

58 Viewpoint—Eight essays explore the relationship between the fire service and emer-
gency medical services.

67 Quality Control BY ROBERT SMALL, MD, ET AL.—Creative management, community
support, and a commitment to accountability ensures quality patient care.

72 Profiles: Defining Fire Service EMS BY BRADLEY H. sSMITH—There are several dozen
ways fire departments provide EMS, but economics and experience are reducing the
options.

78 Terminal EMS: Computers Move from Innovation to Indispensable BY ERIC
HUTCHINS—Computers are no longer expensive 'toys’’ but essential tools in data man-
agement.

81 Re-Using Body Parts BY STEVE SCARANO—EMTs can make an important difference in
whether an organ will survive for transplantation.

Columns

21 Current Research by Erich Daub — Prehospital Bretylium use; Freestanding
emergency center survey; Prehospital pediatric cardiac arrest; CPR improvements

24 Aroqnd the Nation by Tom Vines — Researchers find possible AIDS agent; Two
new vaccines for Hepatitis B; Virginia creates registry for head injuries; New Jersey
expands phone network; Self-propelled mobile hospitals; Injury facts

27 Tricks of the Trade by Thom Dick—Traction with a Twist

91 Interface by Jack Stout—Fire service EMS as a Public Utility, by guest columnists
Anthony Meyer and Frank Heyman

102 The Publisher’s Page by Jim Page—It's in the Blood

Departments

4 Editorial—Loyalty, Rivalry, Contro- 29 Innovations by Thom Dick—The
versy ""Blob''—new resuscitation mask

6 Letters to the Editor 82 EMT Insight—The Disturbed and
: Unruly City by Jon Seaver; Firebombing!
11 Guest Comment—High Angle Y Y
Rescue by John Wolford By M.M. McKay

12 Inside EMS — Paramedics and 86 Advertiser Index

Cover photo by Pat Olsen.

Hepatitis B; Santa Ana to move para-
medics out of fire department; ACEP
sets position on medical and scene
control, and categorization; Voluntary
standards for EMS; Microcomputer use
in EMS; Mini-van conversions

20 Classifieds

23 Puzzler by Bill Princen, MD and
John Wendt, EMT

25 Calendar

98 Inroads—First-aid kits for outdoor
recreation; EMS jackets; noiseout stetho-
scope; TAD America's ''Track IT" radios;
High intensity disposable penlight;
Trau+ Medic emergency wound
dressing; lightweight mouth-to-mask
resuscitating device; new low cost
defibrillator; ''Power Directors'' remove
tangles

100 Review—Geriatric Emergencies;
Street Law

jems JUNE1984 3




