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Features 
Special Report - What's New in EMS Equipment: NAEMT 
Introduced to New Tools BY THOM DICK. If you want to see changes in the 
technology of rescue as it occurs, keep an eye on the annual educational conferences 
of the NAEMT, where most new tools meet their users. A pictorial report. 

Why Good Samaritan Laws Don't Work BY ROGER D. cuRRY, JD. The 
world is full of naive people. Some people believe in the tooth fairy, others believe 
that the EMS immunity statutes (the so called "Good Samaritan" laws) protect EMS 
providers. There's no way to soft-peddle the truth: The Good Samaritan laws don't 
work. They never have and never will. · · 

Getting a Computer for Your EMS: Part II BY MICHAEL FRANK, MD. 
This segment of a three-part series focuses on hardware. Choosing one brand over 
another places some very specific limitations on your system. Before purchasing 
your hardware, there are a few basic elements you n�ed to consider. 

Columns 
Around the Nation by Dana A. Jarvis - Volunteer Rescuer Becomes Victim in 
Seattle; Vaccine Program Protects Phoenix Paramedics; Pennsylvania Gets Into The 
''Act" Through Legislation. 

Tricks of the Trade by Thom Dick - Melanie: Conducting the Ultimate Rescue. 

Interface by Jack Stout - Please Don't Call It Competition. 

44 Rhythms in Perspective by Tighe Zimmers, MD and Yigal Noy, MD. 

jems, Journal of Emergency Medical Services, is pub­ 
lished monthly by Jems Publishing Co., 215 South 
Highway 101, Suite 100, P.O. Box 1026, Solana Beach, 
CA 92075. 

Subscription Information: Send $17.95 for one year 
(12 issues), $29.95 for two years (24 issues) or $39.95 
for three years (36 issues) to P.O. Box 27966, San 
Diego, CA 92128. Add $6 per year for Canadian sub­ 
scriptions, $12 per year for foreign subscriptions. For 
subscription orders, problems or for a change of 
address, call toll free in the 48 contiguous states 
800/321-3333 (in California call 800/354-8400) 

Advertising information: Rates are available upon 
request. Contact Gary Williams. advertising manager 
al 215 South Highway 101, Suite 100, P.O. Box 1026, 
Solana Beach, CA 92075; 6191481-1128. 

Editorial information: Manuscripts and queries 
should be directed lo Brad Smith, editor, P.O. Box 1026, 
Solana Beach, CA 92075. Editorial guidelines are avail· 
able upon request. Submitted manuscripts should be 
typed, double-spaced, and submitted in triplicate 

Microfiche: }ems is available on microfiche. Please 
direct inquries to Bell & Howell, Micro P.hoto Division, 
Old Mansfield Road. Wooster. OH 44691; 800/321-9881 
(in Ohio, call 216/264-6666 collect). 

Copyright 1985 Jems Publishing Co., Inc. No material 
can be reproduced without lhe express permission of 
the publisher. ISSN 0197-2510. 

Postmaster: Return Form 3579 to fems, P.O. Box 
27966, San Diego, CA 92128. 

Second-class circulation postage paid at Solana 
Beach, California and at additional mailing offices. 

Cover photo by Ed Kess/er 

51 

4 

9 

16 

23 

45 

Editorial - They Don't Work. 

Letters - Help Needed for Targeting 
New Paramedics; US vs. USSR Heli­ 
copters; The Media vs. EMS; Percep­ 
tions of Reality; Research Applauded; 
The Alcoholic EMT; Private Service 
Helicopters; Excellent Special Issue. 

Inside EMS - Jackpot in Las 
Vegas, Career Choices in EMS; 
Grants From Apple Include Comput­ 
ers, Software; Nashville NASAR 
Conference Stresses Training 
Opportunities; Fireworks Plant 
Explodes, Killing 21, Injuring 5. 
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52 CPR Citizen National Con- 
ference on CPR Ends Peacefully in 
Dallas; Bystander CPR; Inside CPR: 
Houston; CPR Postal Imprint. 

53 In the Industry -ARIES; Aspen 
Systems; Trenton Surgical; Golden 
Service Award; Fourth Party; Heli­ 
copter Association International. 

56 Inroads - AMKUS Combination 
Cutter/Spreader; New Employee Man­ 
agement Book; New EMS Jacket from 
janesville: Improved Acoustics in 
Flexiscope; Soft Sided Suction from 
Ohmeda; New Model 30-SC Cot from 
Ferno. 

58 Publisher's Page - Treasures in a 
Filing Cabinet. 
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Innovations by Thom Dick - Best in the Business: The New Stifneck Collar. 
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