
■ FEBRUARY 1987 VOL.12 NO. 2 $2.50 

Commanding the Extrication Scene 

Major Responses of '86 

Analyzing the Disaster Drill 



James 0. Page, Publisher 
Keith Griffiths, Executive Editor 

Clev.e Trimble, MD, Medical Editor 
Rick Minerd, Senior Editor 
Dana A. Jarvis, Prqduction Editor 

Gary R. Williams, Director of Marketing 
Thom Dick, Associate Editor 

Lisa J. Cota, Advertising Manager 
Susan Seymour, Circulation Manager 
Ron St. Germain, Assistant Editor 

Robyn Lind~rman, Corporate Accountant 
David M. Beck, Assistant Editor 
Gail Westmoreland, Copy Editor 
Theresa Breining, Conference Manager 

Contributing Editors: Garry Briese, 
Norm Dinerman, MD, Mike Frank, MD , 
Gary Morris, Mary Newman, William 
Roush , MD 

Kathleen Wohlwend, Art Director 

Jems Publishing Company, ~nc. 

James 0. Page 
Chai rman of the Board 

Gary R. Williams 
President 

Keith Griffiths 
Secretary-Treasurer 

Editorial/ Advertising Offices 
215 South Highway 101 , Suite 100 

P.O. Box 1026 
Solana Beach, CA 92075 

61 9/481 -11 28 

jems, Journal of Emergency Medical Services, (ISSN 
0197-2510; Fed. 10 #22-2357324) is published monthly 
by Jems Publishing Co .. 215 South Highway 101 , Suite 
100, P.O. Box 1026, Solana Beach, CA 92075. 

Subscription Information : Send $17.95 for one year 
(12 issues), $29 .95 for two years (24 issues) or $39.95 
for three years (3 6 issues) to P.O. Box 27966, San 
Diego, CA 92128. Add $6 per year for Canadian sub
scriptions, $12 per year for foreign subscript ions. For 
subscription orders, problems or for a change of 
add ress, call tol l free in the 48 contiguous states : 
800/321 - 3333 (in California call 800/354-8400). 

Advertising Information: Rates are available upon 
request. Contact Lisa J. Cota, advertising manager at 
215 South Highway 101 , Suite 100, P.O. Box 1026 , 
Solana Beach, CA 92075 ; 619/481-1128 . 

Editorial information: Manusc ripts and queries 
should be directed to Keith Griffiths, editor, P.O. Box 
1026. Solana Beach, CA 92075. Editorial guidelines 
are available upon request. Submitted manuscripts 
shou ld be lyped, double-spaced, and submitted in 
triplicate. 

Microfiche: jems is available on microfiche. Please 
di rect inqui ries to Bell & Howell , Micro .Photo Division, 
Old Mansfield Road, Wooster, OH 44691 ; 800/321-9881 
(in Ohio, call 216/264-6666 collect). 

Copyright 1986 Jems Publishing Co. , Inc. No material 
can be reproduced without the express permission of 
the publishe r. ISSN 0197-2510 ; (Fed . I D 
#22-2357324) . 

Postmaster: Return Form 3579 to jems, P.O. Box 
27966 , San Diego, CA 92128 . 

Second-c lass circulation postage paid at Solana 
Beach, California and at addit ional mailing offices. 

CONTENTS 

FEBRUARY 1987, VOL 11, NO. 2 

Features 
30 Commanding the Extrication Scene BY LT. J . STEVEN KIDD AND LT. JOHN 

D. CZAJKOWSKI. The Incident Command System, combined with an Inner and Outer 
Circle Survey, provide a new philosophy for the extrication team. 

39 Major Responses of 1986 BY DAVID M. BECK. The major incidents from the 
past year are reviewed in pictures. 

43 Post Disaster Drill Ailalysis BY CHRISTOPHER MAXWELL AND MICHELE 
CHERNESKI. Victim tracking cards are an aid to hospitals and support agencies for 
when the real multiple casualty incident strikes. 

48 Cardiology Practicum: Torsade de Pointes BY MIKE TAIGMAN AND SYD 

CANAN . An advanced approach to EKG interpretation can be rewarding to the EMT 
and beneficial to the patient. 

Deparbnents 
4 The Publisher's Page 54 Classifieds 

5 

6 

12 

26 

15 

22 

28 

50 

52 

60 

62 

64 

Guest Comment - Scanner: A 
Lady Has Fell by William C. Beck, 
MD 

Letters - Uncommon Knowledge; 
Thanks We Needed That; Calendar 
Pies Panned; Letter of Thanks; Ci!ll 
for Data. 

Inside EMS Passenger Train 
Derails After Collision, Killing 16; 
First EMS Standards Readied for 
Publication;' Volunteer Efforts Pro
vide Ambulances To Indian Reserva
tion ; Planning for EMS Museum 
Proposed ; Inc r e ased Funding 
Sought for EMS; CLINCON '87. 

Calendar 

66 

68 

69 

Inroads Mobile Radio Mount ; 
Manual Resuscitator Rescue Kit ; 
Back Support; Portable Radios; Fire
fighters Compact Holster ; Patient 
Transfer Mat. 

In the Industry 

Advertiser Directory 

70 The Last Word Nick Quiroz 
Remembered; Putting the Squeeze 
on Editors; Yes, Virginia, EMTs Do 
Save Lives; Dis~ster Anyone? 

About the Cover: Orlando (Fla.) fire
fighters and paramedics work to extri
cate a woman trapped after a cement 
truck flipped over on top of her car. 

Columns 
Around the Nation by David M. Beck - Ambulance Explodes in Maryland; 
Disaster Support Unit Commissioned in Glendale, Calif; Car Smashes Through Build
ing When California Driver Suffers Stroke. 

Current Research by Bruce Goldfarb - Oxygen Humidifiers: Source of Infec
tion; Cardiac Arrest; Synthetic Blood Substitutes; All-Terrain Vehicles; Seat Belt Laws; 
SIDS - Sudden Infant Death Syndrome. 

Tricks of the Trade by Thom Dick - Walking on Mud: Using Backboards. 

Innovations by Thom Dick - Learning in Advance, New Trauma Slides; Innota
tions by Thom Dick - A Whistle While You Work. 

Clinical Q&A by Scott Bourn - Perennial Questions. 

The Leg~l File by Carol]. Shanaberger - Children's Rights and EMS. 

Public Forum by Dennis M . Murphy Where's the Beef? Part III: The Last Word. 

CLINCON '86 Photo Contest Winners These "Best of 1986" EMS photos 
were selected at the recent CLINCON conference. 

jems FEBRUARY 1987 3 




