
■ 
JUNE 1988 VOL. 13 NO. 6 $2.50 

Article for C.E.U. 
Credits on Page 35 

Marriage and EMS 
Lidocaine-Novocain Connection 
JEMS'100thissue 

Vanishing Volunteers 

G . . r, 01ng. . . going. . . gone. 



Cover by Ed Kessler with thanks 
to Southwest Ambulance of 
Solana Beach, Calif. 

CONTENTS 

JUNE 1988, VOL. 13, NO. 6 

FEATURES 
30 Marriage and,the EMS Experience BY JOHN BECKNELL. Does an EMS 

career affect your relationships and marriage? Little attention has been given to this 
topic industry-wide; yet, many EMS professionals have experienced trouble in their 
relationships. This is a message of hope for facing problems, as well as encourage­
ment for staying together. 

35 Pneumonia (CEU Article) BY SCOTT BOURN, RN. Pneumonia generally 
takes a fairly low profile in most EMS training programs. And yet, it is the fifth 
leading cause of death in the U.S. This case study examines the causes, assessment 
and treatment of pneumonia. It is the fourth article in the pilot pr9gram for continu­
ing education units (CEUs). 

42 Help Wanted (We Will Train) BY DAVID M. BECK. The question now faced 
by many communities and their supporting EMS agencies is whether the applicable 
volunteer resources will decrease as EMS progresses. If the current decline in 
volunteer contributions continues, EMS decision makers may have this question 
answered for them. 

50 Recruiting EMS Volunteers BY THOMAS H. swAN, NREMT-P. Recruiting new 
volunteers for EMS can be a frustrating and trying task. But by understanding why 
people volunteer and how to successfully compete with the hundreds of other ways 
they can spend their time - managers will find it easier to recruit the v9lunteers 
needed. 

58 Volunteer Incentives BY EDWA,RD HUDGINS, AEMT. The Riverhead (N.Y.) 
Town Volunteer Ambulance Corps' Incentive Program was formed for the special 
and express purpose of researching incentives which could be available to volunteer 
emergency response personnel. Having trouble recruiting and then keeping the 
volunteer? Apply these incentive ideas and see if there is a difference. 

63 The Lidocaine-Novocain Allergy Connection BY JUDITH A. RUPLE, RN 

AND DANIEL BROWN, PHARM.D. Emergency care providers have been taught that 
patients who are allergic to Novocain are also likely to be allergic to lidocaine. Since 
the majority of EMTs and emergency nurses are not able to adequately identify 
anesthetics, the result is that a patient will have lidocaine withheld (despite being 
indicated) based on erroneous information. 

COLUMNS 
4 Publisher's Page by Jim Page -

A Focal Point. 

6 Guest Comment by Michael 
Gilbertson - The Volunteer Crisis. 

11 Guest Comment by Michael G. 
Smith - Malting Tiered Response 
Work. 

25 Current Research by Bruce 
Goldfarb. 

2 7 Tricks of the Trade by Thom 
Dick - Life at the Barn. 

67 Innovations by Thom Dick -
Kick Stand; Fooled 'Ya. 

68 Pediatric Notebook by Brent H. 
Dierking, REMT-P and Max L. 
Ramenofsky, MD - Hypovolemic 
Shock in Pediatric Trauma. 

72 Clinical Q&A by Scott Bourn -
The Spinal Solution. 

76 Interface by Jack Stout - Com­
puterized Trauma Communica­
tions System by Keith Neely, et al. 

95 In the Industry by Rick Minerd. 

DEPARTMENTS 
12 Letters 90 Calendar 

80 Classifieds 94 Advertiser Directory 

82 Review - Pediatric Intensive Care 96 Inroads 
by Jeffrey P. Morray . Reviewed by 
Brent Dierking. 98 The Last Word 

jems JUNE 1988 3 




