
DEC. 1982 VOL. 7 NO. 12 

The Complete Guide to 
Spinal Immobilization Devices 



James a. Page
Publisher

K®Ith  Griffiths
Managing  Editor

Clev® Trimble,  MD
Medical  Editor

Flick Minerd
Senior  Editor

Them Dick
Associate  Editor

Ron St. Germajn
Assistant  Editor

Molly  Hillson
Assistant  Editor

Vivian  Griffiths
Assistant  Editor

Mary Newman
Contributing  Editor

Bradloy  H.  Smith
Contributing  Editor

Maureen  Maguire
Art  Director

Carolyn Page
Circulation  Manager

Suzanno Lloyd
Advertising  Manager

Andy Pepper
Advertising  Plepresentative

Jems Publ[shing Company,  Inc.
James a. Page

President

Keith  Griffith§
Vice  President

g::reetAanryn.TsreeyaTu°ruerr
Executive Ollice

P.O.  BOx  401
Bask!n2go,B/7d696?79N3J7°792°

Editorial  OIIice
P.O.  Box  1026

Solana  Beach,  CA  92075
6 1 9/48 1 - 1 1 28

„3,^dA|`eanFS8REa3#'%e424
West H2i'g/%8b§7A 90069

/.ems,  Journal  of  Emergency  Medical  Services,  is  published
mor`thly  by  Jems  Publishing  Co.,  88 South  Finley Ave  ,  P.O
Box  401,  Basking  Bidge,  NJ  07920

Subscription Information: Ser`c\ $1 3 40 tor one year (1 2
Issues),  $24.00 for two years  (24 issues) or $33.00 for three

years (36 issues) to P,O.  Box 401,  Basking  Pidge,  NJ 07920
Add  $10.00  per  year  for  mailings  outside  the  U  S
Financial  or  other  discounts.  services  or  lndiicements  may
be  c)ffered  periodicaHy to  encourage subscriptions or  resub-
scriptions.  Change  of  address  notices  should  Include  both
old  and  new  addresses  and  zip codes.

Adv®rtlslng    lnformati®n:    Fza;tes    are    ava:il8Ible   upon
request.   Contact  Suzanne   Uoyd,   advertising   manager,   at
213/854-3087,  1131  Alta Loma, Suite 424, West Hollywood,
CA  90069

Ed/.tor/.a/ /n/orma./on.' Manuscripts and queries should be
dlrected  to  Keith  Griffiths,  Managing  Edi(or,  P.O.  Box  1026,

Solana  Beach,  CA  92075.  Editorial  guidelines  are  available
upon    reciuest.    Submitted    manuscripts   should    be   typed
double-spaced  and  submitted  in  trlplicate.

Cc)pyright  1982  Jems  Publishing  Co.,  lnc.  No  rna(erial  can
be    reproduced    without   the   express    permission    of   the

publisher;   lssN   0197-2510,   Controlled  circulation   postage
paid   at  San   Fernando,   California  and  at  additional   mailing
offices   Pc)stmaster  -  Beturn  Form  3579  to  P.O   Box  401,
Basking  Bidge,  NJ  07920.

Cover photo  by  Ed  Kessler

CONTENTS
DECEMBEP  1982    VOL.  7  NO.12

FEATURES
26    Spinal  Immobilization  Devices:

Part  1  - Cervical Extrication Collars
The most impact a field rescuer regularly makes on a patient's
life involves  spinal protection.  In the  first  of a three-part  series,
the variety of cervical collars  is examined,  with  extrication
devices and long backboard-type equipment reviewed in  future
issues - by Thorn Dick and Richard Land

33    Computer Management of Prehospital Information
The need  for detailed patient care data,  as well as  operational in-
formation,  is crucial  for systems evaluation,  funding justification,
arid resea,Ice  -by Joanne M.  Bell, et al.

39    Automobile Extrication - Integrating the Physician
ln extended extrication cases,  patients trapped in mangled
automobiles may benefit from a physician at the  scene.  The
physician should be aware of his role in the team and his limita-
tious -I)y Garry L.  Briese

DEPARTMENTS
4    Editorial - Filling a Void

6    Guest comment I)yA4¢wh s. B/win -Throw the Bums out!

8    Letters
11     lnsideEMS

12    Calendar
13    Around The Nation
17    The coalition  Report

14    Classifieds

16    Paramedic  Puzzler by Goj./  W/a/r¢ve#

19    Special  Fleport -EMS Contests  Z7j; Jf¢/a Dcr#ococzfr

21     MyTurn Z7);Aver);£eo#ard-`Twas The Night

23    Tricks of the Trade by  7lfeom Dj.ck - Horse Sense

43    EMS Workshop - EMS Management Tools by  7lfeomas A4.
Harmelink

46     NAEMT NEWS

48    Index to Advertisers
50    Discussions in  Paramedicihe Z7y /7.in Dcr#ocoe"r -The

Sword of Damocles

54     F`eview -Reviewing  Basic EMT  Skills:  A Guide  for  Self-
Evaluation;  Emergency Response to Crisis

55    CPR Citizen  dy Mor); IVcwm¢#

58    Inroads
59    Rules of the Road by Br¢d C„;./ds -Seeing the Light

62    The Publisher's Page - The Virtues of Law School

jems     DECEMBEFH982     3

JOURNAL OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 

James 0. Page 
Publisher 

Keith G rifflths 
Managing Editor 

Cleve Trimble, MD 
Medical Editor 
Rick Minerd 
Senior Editor 
Thom Dick 

Associate Editor 
Ron St. Germain 

Assistant Editor 
Molly Hlllson 
Assistant Editor 
Vivian Griffiths 
Assistant Editor 
Mary Newman 

Contributing Editor 
Bradley H. Smith 
Contributing Editor 

Maureen Maguire 
Art Director 

Carolyn Page 
Circulation Manager 

Suzanne Lloyd 
Advertising Manager 

Andy Pepper 
Advertising Representative 

Jems Publishing Company, Inc. 
James 0. Page 

President 
Keith Griffiths 
Vice President 

Jane Ann Seymour 
Secretary- Treasurer 

Executive Office 
P.O. Box 401 

Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 
201/766-7937 

Editorial Office 
P.O. Box 1026 

Solana Beach, CA 92075 
619/481-1128 

Advertising Office 
1131 Alta Loma, Suite 424 

West Hollywood, CA 90069 
213/854-3087 

jems, Journal of Emergency Medical Services, is published 
monthly by Jems Publishing Co., 88 South Finley Ave., P.O 
Box 401, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920. 

Subscript/on Information: Send $13.40 for one year (12 
issues), $24.00 for two years (24 issues) or $33.00 for three 
years (36 issues) to P.0. Box 401, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 
Add $10.00 per year for mailings outside the U.S 
Financial or other discounts, services or inducements may 
be offered periodically to encourage subscriptions or resub­ 
scriptions. Change of address notices should include both 
old and new addresses and zip codes. 

Advertising Information: Rates are available upon 
request. Contact Suzanne Lloyd, advertising manager, at 
213/854-3087, 1131 Alta Loma, Suite 424, West Hollywood, 
CA 90069. 

Editorial Information: Manuscnipts and queries should be 
directed to Keith Griffiths, Managing Editor, P.O. Box 1026, 
Solana Beach, CA 92075. Editorial guidelines are available 
upon request. Submitted manuscripts should be typed 
double-spaced and submitted in triplicate 

Copyright 1982 Jems Publishing Co., Inc. No material can 
be reproduced without the express permission of the 
publisher, ISSN 0197-2510. Controlled circulation postage 
paid at San Fernando, California and at additional mailing 
ottices Postmaster - Return Form 3579 to PO Box 401, 
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920. 

Cover photo by l:d Kessler 

CONTENTS 
DECEMBER 1982 VOL. 7 NO. 12 

FEATURES 
26 Spinal Immobilization Devices: 

Part 1 -- Cervical Extrication Collars 
The most impact a field rescuer regularly makes on a patient's 
life involves spinal protection. In the first of a three-part series, 
the variety of cervical collars is examined, with extrication 
devices and long backboard-type equipment reviewed in future 
issues by Thom Dick and Richard Land 

33 Computer Management of Prehospital Information 
The need for detailed patient care data, as well as operational in­ 
formation, is crucial for systems evaluation, funding justification, 
and research by Joanne M. Bell, et al. 

39 Automobile Extrication - Integrating the Physician 
In extended extrication cases, patients trapped in mangled 
automobiles may benefit from a physician at the scene. The 
physician should be aware of his role in the team and his limita­ 
tions - by Garry L. Briese 

DEPARTMENTS 
4 Editorial - Filling a Void 
6 Guest Comment by Mark S. Blum -Throw the Bums Out! 
8 Letters 

11 Inside EMS 
12 Calendar 
13 Around The Nation 
17 The Coalition Report 

14 Classifieds 
16 Paramedic Puzzler by Gail Walraven 
19 Special Report - EMS Contests by Kate Dernocoeur 
21 My Turn by A very Leonard -'Twas The Night 
23 Tricks of the Trade by Thom Dick -Horse Sense 
43 EMS Workshop - EMS Management Tools by Thomas M. 

Harmelink 
46 NAEMT NEWS 
48 Index to Advertisers 
50 Discussions in Paramedicine by Jim Dernocoeur The 

Sword of Damocles 
54 Review - Reviewing Basic EMT Skills: A Guide for Self- 

Evaluation; Emergency Response to Crisis 
55 CPR Citizen by Mary Newman 
58 Inroads 
59 Rules of the Road by Brad Childs Seeing the Light 
62 The Publisher's Page - The Virtues of Law School 

jems DECEMBER 1982 3 


