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48 New Directions in Health-Care Financing;
Their Impact on EMS
BY VINCENTdePAUL ROBBINS
As health-care costs spiral upward, EMS reimbursement issues are becoming
more convoluted and confusing. In today’s climate, all signs point toward the
adoption of diagnosis-related groups as a cost-containment device. s
56 5 & i 6 The Publisher’s Page
The Headaches of DRGs BY JIM PAGE
BY VINCENTdePAUL ROBBINS The Call for Cultural
58 Pulling Your Weight in EMS Politics Rttt ! COVER
BY DOUGLAS M. WOLFBERG 11 Guest Comment RS
Is politics pulling your EMS system down? Learn how to become an active BY JENNIFER LEANING, MD,
articipant in the political game rather than a mere spectator. AND DAVID LEWIS
P 12 p & P i
66 Expanding the Choices in COPD Cases (CEU Atrticle) The Future of FEM A Tllustration by
BY JAN AUERBACH, RN, MSN,, EMT-P 17 Guest Comment
Acute respiratory failure is a potentially fatal outcome of chronic obstructive BY JEFFREY P. BORGIO, NREMT-P Frank Collyer
| EHO P y ! !
pulmonary disease. But the chances of successfully managing these patients can Even if the Shoe Doesn’t Fit, Wear it
be greatly improved if the EMS provider recognizes the physiological changes
associated with COPD. 31 AIDS Watch
. BY MARION ANGELL GARZA
83 Trauma Rounds: The Case of the Penetrating Chest Wound .
BY KEVIN BROWN, MD, EMT-P, WALLACE CARTER JR., MD, 32 Special Report
GARY E. LOMBARDI, MD, FACEP, AND WARREN WETZEL, MD, FACS BY AMBER SMITH
In cases of penetrating chest trauma in which cardiac tamponade is suspected, Scouting Medical Advances in
is “scoop and run” the appropriate prehospital approach? Operation Desert Storm
91 EMS and the IRS: Clarifying a Taxing Relationship 36 Civilian War Games
BY MILTON ZALL BY AMBER SMITH
The differences between employees and independent contractors are relatively
small, but they can translate into a big difference in taxes paid to the Internal 43 Current Research
o e BY BRUCE GOLDFARB
93 Getting Online With the Times: 45 Tricks of the Trade
Medical Literature Searches BY MIKE SMITH, REMT-P
STAFF REPORT Please Don’t Drag the Bag
With T}?re and tmort:1 EI\/II‘]S1 prot;isrsiotrllals Es@ng c:ompfttl‘tfr data;lsiarccll*nes to 114 The Legal File
;ﬁ:gz;rx a;ué'irsn medical literature, the choices in software and hardware are BY CAROL J. SHANABERGER, JD
}? & 0 Does EMS Get Burned by the
100 Trucking Along With Grateful Med Fireman’s Rule?
STARERERGEN 119 Teacher Talk
105 Kaisen: EMS as Theater of the Streets BY STEVE DONELAN
BY KATE DERNOCOEUR Correcting the Errors of Their Ways
AND MIKE TAIGMAN. . . : 1 3 3 Inroads
What do EMS providers have in common with Kevin Costner and Warren BY DOUG WOLFBERG
Beatty? No, it’s not a nice smile, but the fact that all perform their jobs in the
public eye.
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