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SO EMS Offshore: A New Horizon for Paramedics 
BY ALANA S. MALLARD, EMT 

The difficulty in getting medical aid to offshore drilling platforms can be a source of 
life-threatening delays. Recently, some companies have charted new waters by actually 
stationing EMS crews on their rigs. 

S6 [!J The Ultimate Emergency: Managing Aortic Aneurysms 
BY THOMAS C. GRUBBS JR., RN, BSN, EMT-P 
While prehospital management of an abdominal aortic aneurysm is fairly 

CEU Article straightforward, treatment varies greatly depending on whether the 
aneurysm is leaking or ruptured. This article identifies the signs and symptoms 

associated with the different stages of an aneurysm and demonstrates the varying management 
methods and the need for rapid surgical intervention. 
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With as many as 1.8 million workers at risk for 
hazardous-materials exposure, OSHA and the EPA 
have recently published rules regulating hazmat 
safety operations. This article summarizes these 
rules, commonly referred to as HAZWOPER, and 
addresses their impact on EMS agencies and 
employees. 
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A properly designed pre-employment screening 
process can prevent unnecessary headaches for the 
EMS provider and service alike. This article describes 
various back-screening processes that can help 
determine whether an EMS responder is at risk of injury. 
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JIM FAZACKERLEY, EMT-P, MPP 

Has coffee become your best friend? Do you sleep only 
in your dreams? Is your bed merely an illusion? If so, you 
are not alone; sleep deprivation is a fact of life for many 
EMS personnel. Though widely accepted, isn't it time that 
we question the effects of those long days and nights? 
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This fourth annual survey looks at nationwide 
compensation levels according to 13 different 
career positions in EMS. 
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